
completes 10 months on Fri-
day,” said Pandher.

Speaking on the open letter
written by Dallewal on behalf
of the KMM and the SKM
(Non-political) to PM Modi,
Pandher said the major
demands include legal guar-
antee for MSP on all crops
and implementation of the

Swaminathan Committee’s
recommendations.

Today, a three-member
medical team of the Punjab
Government visited the
Khanauri border and took
samples of Dallewal. The
medical team confirmed that
the farm leader has become
very weak.

Meanwhile, SGPC chief
Harjinder Singh Dhami said
that the Centre and the state
government should give up
their stubborn attitude and
accept the legitimate
demands of farmers.   

Dhami said health of farm
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal
was deteriorating and if any-
thing happens to him, then
both the governments would
be responsible.
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KIRTAN AND ANTIM ARDAS
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With profound grief, we inform the sad demise of 

COL JOGINDER SINGH
who has left for his heavenly abode on

08th December, 2024.

For the peace of the departed soul,
Kirtan & Antim Ardas will be held at

Gurudwara Singh Sabha, Sector 71, Mohali
on Sunday, 15th DECEMBER, 2024

from 12:00 noon to 01:00 p.m.
followed by Guru Ka Langar.

Grief-Stricken:-

Arora Family
9878972257, 9056564517

No separate cards are being sent COL JOGINDER SINGH

Rajmeet Singh

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, December 12
Acting on the directions of
the state government, IK
Gujral Punjab Technical Uni-
versity (PTU), Kapurthala,
has rolled back the hike in

tuition fee (a major compo-
nent). The fee comprises two
components, tuition and
examination charges.

In a recent meeting chaired
by the Principal Secretary,
Technical Education and
Industrial Training, the uni-

versity authorities were told
that the tuition fee could not
be hiked without the approval
of the ‘State Level Committee
on Fee Hike’, headed by the
Chief Secretary.

A senior government func-
tionary said the meeting was

Technical varsity rolls back tuition fee hike
called after the university
doubled the examination fee
of affiliated colleges without
approval of the ‘State Level
Committee on Fee Hike’.

Vice Chancellor Dr Susheel
Mittal said on the advice of
the Secretary, Technical Edu-
cation, the university had
rolled back the tuition fee
component and rationalised
other components of the fee.

Apart from the protest by
affiliated colleges, the SC stu-
dents were worst affected as
under the SC-Post Matric
Scholarship scheme, the
admission portal of the Depart-
ment of Social Justice and
Empowerment was not accept-
ing the increased fee structure. 

The fee component of the
SC students is reimbursed by
the Union Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
and the state in 60:40 ratio.

Aman Sood

Tribune News Service

Patiala, December 12
Women candidates and sup-
porters of Opposition parties
were allegedly beaten up, their
nomination files were
snatched and workers were
attacked both inside and out-
side the Mini Secretariat com-
plex as on-duty policemen
turned mute spectators on the
last day of nominations for the
Municipal Corporation poll. 

Following the alleged reports
of manhandling of candidates
and problems faced by them,
the Punjab State Election
Commissioner has sought a
report from the District Elec-
toral Officer, Patiala.

While the AAP candidates
and workers were seen enter-
ing and leaving the Mini Sec-
retariat without trouble, the
candidates filing nomination
papers on Akali, Congress and
BJP ticket faced harassment.
Videos showed how the
attackers fled after tearing or
snatching files in police pres-
ence and how the senior lead-
ers argued on the spot.

“Goons — in connivance with
cops — snatched files, attacked
women and elderly. Many can-
didates had to jump over walls
to enter and file nominations.
When we managed to reach
inside, political goons were
already waiting inside to attack
us and tear our files,” said BJP
candidate Varun Jindal.

Many Akali, Congress and
BJP candidates were rounded
up by the police on flimsy
grounds hours before the
nominations. “While the
police did not allow me inside
the secretariat building, I was
attacked by AAP workers.
They did not even hesitate to

use force against me as my
cries for help to an on-duty
SHO and his men fell on deaf
ears. My nomination papers
were snatched and I was
roughed up along with my rel-
atives,” said Congress candi-
date Sukhwinder Kaur.

Many Opposition candi-
dates, including women,
faced the wrath of unidenti-
fied men who attacked and
tore their nomination papers
in the presence of the police.
Hundreds of such videos
went viral, highlighting com-
plete mismanagement on
part of the authorities.

“You can see how the local
police are acting at the behest
of three local MLAs, who are
present there without any
authority and ensuring that no
one from the BJP files nomina-
tion papers. It is complete mur-

der of democracy and the sen-
ior officers have gone incom-
municado,” alleged former
Patiala MP and BJP leader
Preneet Kaur. “Our candidates
were attacked in my presence
and from 12 noon to 2 pm, our
candidates were not allowed to
enter the Returning Officer’s
room,” she added.

Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
and Youth Congress Punjab
chief Mohit Mohindra said that
“police selectively used force to
disperse Congress workers and
candidates” to ensure the victo-
ry of AAP candidates without
contest. “They attacked
women candidates in front of
us and even threatened them if
they filed nomination papers.
The police rounded up rela-
tives of our candidates on flim-
sy grounds,” they alleged.

Senior SAD leader Bikram
Singh Majithia said that “it
was shameful how the Patiala
police played a partisan role
under the AAP government”.
“The election commission
should intervene,” he said.

Patiala SSP Nanak Singh
said that police were complete-
ly neutral and there was “com-
plete law and order for filing of
nomination papers on the last
day without any violence”. 

Punjab State Election Com-
missioner Raj Kamal Chaud-
hary said: “Instructions have
been issued by the commis-
sion to all DCs to ensure pres-
ence of Returning Officers on
the dates and times fixed for
filing nominations. To ascer-
tain the facts, the commission
will call for a report from the
DC-cum-DEO Patiala,” he
told The Tribune.

Police, goons stop candidates
from filing papers, alleges Oppn

Congress and SAD candidates protest against the police and the state government in front of the
DC office in Patiala on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR

OPPOSITION MISLEADING MEDIA, SAYS AAP
Senior spokesperson of Punjab AAP Neel Garg denied the allegations and said the 
Opposition was only creating a hype in the media. In reality, they were unable to find candi-
dates for the MC poll. “AAP leaders and workers have no reason to tear any papers as the par-
ty has proved its mettle in the Assembly bypoll. The Opposition knows that it will lose. If they
have evidence of any wrongdoing, they should approach the Election Commission,” he stated

CIVIC BODY ELECTIONS

Rebel Akalis
vow to unite,
strengthen SAD
Amritsar, December 12 
After dissolving the ‘SAD Sud-
har Lehar’, a group of rebel
Akalis today met Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh
here today and pledged to unite
for strengthening the SAD.

Abiding by the Akal Takht’s
orders, the rebels had officially
dissolved their organisation
on December 9 after comple-
tion of the ‘tankhah’ (reli-
gious punishment). Akal
Takht had directed the rebel
leaders to work towards
strengthening the SAD from a
single platform.

Gurpartap Singh Wadala,
former chief of SAD Sudhar
Lehar, said the purpose of vis-
iting the Jathedar was to tell
him that the directions of the
Akal Takht were being fol-
lowed in true letter and spirit. 

Former MP Prem Singh
Chandumajra said that keep-
ing aside the differences, it
was the need of the hour for all
the pro-Panthic organisations
to join hands for the rejuvena-
tion of SAD. — TNS

Muktsar, December 12
Former Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Sukhbir Singh Badal
completed his 10-day reli-
gious punishment by per-
forming ‘sewa’ for the sec-
ond consecutive day at
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Muktsar town today. Sukhbir
will perform ‘ardas’ at the
Akal Takht on Friday.

Sukhbir, due to his frac-
tured foot, sat on a wheelchair
at the entrance of the gurd-
wara as a ‘sewadar’ (security
guard), wearing a blue robe, a
plaque of Gurbani verses
around his neck and holding
a spear in his hand. He was
surrounded by a large num-
ber of security personnel and
party workers. — TNS

Sukhbir
completes
tankhah

Willing to sacrifice life for cause of
farmers, Dallewal writes to PM
Aman Sood

Tribune News Service

Patiala, December 12
In an emotional letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, sen-
ior farm leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal said he was a com-
mon farmer who’s ‘willing to
sacrifice his life for the cause of
farming community’. 

The letter, which bore Dalle-
wal’s thumb impression with
blood, states that he has been
on indefinite fast for the past
17 days and ‘this was his first
and last letter to him’.

“I also want to make it clear
that all our 13 demands,
including legal guarantee on
the MSP, were assured to us
by the Centre in 2011. You
have two choices to make.
Either you can fulfil the
promises made to us in 2011
and make MSP a legal guar-
antee or be prepared to
accept my sacrifice,” reads
the letter dated December 12.

The letter further mentions
that in case of any untoward
incident or loss of life due to
the police action at the
Khanauri, Shambhu or
Ratanpura morcha, the PM
will be fully responsible. 

“Pardhan Mantriji, it is
entirely your call to decide
whether you will give legal
guarantee on the MSP or
take sacrifice from an ordi-
nary farmer like me,” con-
cludes the letter. Mean-
while, Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha (KMM) coordinator
Sarwan Singh Pandher said
their third ‘Marjeevda
Jatha’ of 101 farmers would
begin its foot march towards
Delhi on December 14. He
said the decision to send the
‘jatha’ (group) was taken
following a meeting of the
KMM and the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (Non-politi-
cal) at the Shambhu border.
“We have waited a lot. No
formal invitation has been
sent by the Centre for
talks,” he added.

“We appeal to all fellow citi-
zens to keep fast in support of
Dallewal as our agitation

POLICE ACTION FEARED
In an appeal to farmers,
Jagjit Singh Dallewal’s
grandson asked farmers
to reach the Khanauri bor-
der as they feared police
action. “Please reach here
so that the police are not
able to break this fast
which is in support of the
farmers,” he stated.

Farm leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal on indefinite fast near
Khanauri on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR
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